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Medical Practitioners’ Registration [CAP. 318 3

CHAPTER 318
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS REGISTRATION
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
1. Shorttitle.
2. I nterpretation.
3. Establishment and meetingsof theMedical Council.
4. Functionsof the Council.
S. TheMedica PractitionersRegister.

6. Registration of personswhose names appear onthe Medical
PractitionersRegister, etc.

7. Regigration.

8. Examinations

9. Additiond qudifications.

10. Publication of list of medica practitioners.

11. Unregistered persons practising medicine, and prohibition of taking
out of blood.

12. Construction of term*“medical practitioner”.

13. Complaints.
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4 CAP. 318] Medical Practitioners Registration

14 Enquiry.
15. Disciplinary proceedings.
16. Remova of namefrom register.
17. Restoration of namesto register.
18.  Appeasagainst refusa toregister, removal, etc.
19. Practise of medicine by person other than medicd practitioner.
20.  Offences.
21.  Pendlty.
22. Expenses.
23. Regulations.
Ch. 80,
RL. 1088, CHAPTER 318
CAP. 251,
R.E. 1980-1990. MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS REGISTRATION
21 of 1960.
40 of 1963.
9 of 1968.
17 of 1973.
21 of 1982. :
52 of 1987 [24th April, 1894]
18 of 1992.
Shorttitle. 1 ThisAct may becited astheMedical PractitionersRegistration Act.
Interpretation. 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires-
21 0f 1982.
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Medical Practitioners’ Registration [CAP. 318 5

“BelizeMedicd and Dental Association” meanstheBelize Medical and

Denta Association duly registered under that name under the Companies CAP.250.
Act;

“Council” meanstheMedica Council of Belize established by section 3;

“medical practitioner” meansaperson whose name appearsintheregister;

“Minister” meansthe Minister of Government for thetimebeing responsible
for Hedlth;

“register” meansthe Medical Practitioners Register required to be kept by
the Registrar under section 5;

“Regigtrar” meansthe Registirar Generd;

“Secretary” meansthe person for thetime being performing thefunctions of
the Secretary to the Council.

3.-(2) For the purposesof thisAct, thereishereby established aCouncil,to  Establishment

be known astheMedical Council of Belize, consisting of - and meetings of
the Medical
. . . . Council.
€)) the Director of Health Services, ex officio; 21 of 1982,
180f 1992.

(b)  twomedical practitioners appointed by the Minister;
(c) one dentist appointed by the Minister; and

(d) two fully registered medical practitionersor dentistsor
one of each appointed by the Minister on the advice of
the Belize Medical and Dental Association:

Provided that the persons appointed by the Minister under (b), (c) and
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6 CAP. 318] Medical Practitioners Registration

(d) shall beof Belizean nationdity.

(2) TheMinister shall appoint aSecretary to the Council and such
Secretary shall not beamember and shall not havetheright tovote.

(3) TheChairman shall be e ected by and from among themembers
of the Council.

18 of 1992. (4) Every member of the Council, other than the Director of Health
Servicesshdl, unlessheearlier vacates office by death or resignation, hold
officefor aperiod of threeyears.

18 of 1992. (5) Any member other than the Director of Health Servicesmay at
any timeresign hisoffice by letter addressed to the Minister.

(6) Any vacancy inthemembership of the Council shdl befilled as
soon asmay be convenient.

(7) Noact or proceeding of the Council shall beinvalid by reason
only of the existence of any vacancy amongstitsmembersor any defectin
the appointment of amember thereof.

(8) If any member of the Council istemporarily unableto dischargethe
dutiesof hisoffice onaccount of ill health or absencefrom Belize or for any
other cause, the Minister may, with dueregard to the provisionsof subsection
(1), appoint some other person to act in hisplace as such member.

(9) Any person appointed in place of any member who hasvacated
officeby degth or resignation shall hold officeonly for the unexpired
period of office of such member who hasvacated office.

(10) Any member of the Council shall be deemed to havevacated
hissest if he-
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Medical Practitioners’ Registration [CAP. 318 7

(@ dies; or
(b) iscertified insane; or
(© isadjudicated bankrupt; or

(d) not being an ex officio member, is absent without leave
of the Council from four consecutive meetings of the
Council; or

(e not being an ex officio member, ceasesto be eligibleto
serve on the Council.

(11) TheCouncil shal hold meetingsfor thetransaction of itsbusiness
at suchtime and place and upon such days asthe Chairman may determine
fromtimetotime:

Provided that the Council shall meet at |east once every three months.

(12) Thequorumfor any meeting of the Council shall bethree
members, of whom the Chairman shall beone.

(13) Any decision of the Council shall beby amgjority of thevotes of
thememberspresent and voting. Intheevent of an equality of votes, the
Chairman shdl haveacasting vote.

(14) The Secretary shall maintain proper recordsof the meetings of 180f 1992.
the Council and the transaction of businessat the meetings, and such records
shdl beforwarded to the Minister after each meeting.

4. Thefunctions of the Council shall be- Functi_ons of the
Council.

(1) to examineall applicationsfor registration of medical
practitioners,
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(2) tointerview applicantsfor the purpose of determining
their suitability for registration;

(3) tohold examinationswhere considered necessary by
the Council to deteminethe suitability of the
application;

(4)  toentertain complaintsagainst registered medical
practitionersalleging poor standards of practice and of
professional ethics;

(5)  toholddisciplinary proceedingsagainst registered
medical practitionersin accordance with the provisions
of thisAct;

(6) toadvisetheMinister on mattersrelated to the practice
of medicinein Belize;

(7)  todosuch other things as may be necessary to achieve
the objects of thisAct.

TheMedical 5.-(1) The Registrar shall keep aregister to beknown as*the Medical
Practitioners Practitioners Register” inwhich he shall causeto be entered, subject to
Efgﬁgéz section 6, the names of every person entitled to beregistered asamedical
' practitioner under section 7, together with thefollowing particularsin
respect or each such person-

(a) hisfull name and address,

(b) thedate of hisregistration;

(c) adescription and the date of the qualificationsin
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Medical Practitioners’ Registration [CAP. 318 9

(2) Theregister shall at al reasonabl e times be open to inspection at
theoffice of the Regidtrar.

(3) Any personwhose name hasbeen entered intheregister shall
notify the Registrar as soon as possible of any changeinthe addressor
qualificationswhich hastaken place sincethe previousentry. TheRegistrar
shall fromtimeto timemakesuch dterationsin theaddressesand
quaificationsof medica practitionersasare necessary and shal removefrom
theregister the namesof any medical practitioner who isdeceased or no
longer qualified to practisemedicinein Belize.

(4) Subject to section 6, no person whose nameisnot on theregister
shall bedigibleto practisemedicinein Bdlize.

6. TheRegidrar shall, before he entersthe name of any personin Registration of
pursuance of any application made under section 7, causeto beenteredin persons whose
theregister referred toin section 5 the particulars specified in paragraphs(a),  "Names appear on
(b) and (c) of subsection (1) of the said section 5 of al personswho have the Medica

been registered asmedica practitionersunder section 4 or licensed under E;tl;'e?,”gf_
section 9 of thisAct asit stood beforethe enactment of theMedical 210f 1982,
Practitioners Registration (Amendment) Act, 1982 and beforethe Revised Ch. 80,
Lawsof Belize, 1980, without application on the part of such personsand RL. 198,
without the payment of any fee, and pending such entry, those personsshall

be deemed to bemedical practitioners.

7.-(1) Any person who has not been registered asamedical practitionerin Registration.
pursuance of the provisionsof therepealed section 4 andwho appliestothe  180f 1992.

Council to beregistered asamedical practitioner and who satisfiesthe Ch. 80,
: RL.,1958.
Council-
€)) that heisqualified to be so registered; and
(b) that heisphysically and mentally fit to practises medicine
inBelize; and
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180f 1992.

180f 1992.

180f 1992.

180f 1992.

(©) that heisof good character and hasno criminal record
or record of professional misconduct,

shdl upon compliancewith the requirementsof this Act and upon payment
of the appropriatefee, be entitled to beregistered asamedical practitioner.

(2) For the purpose of subsection (1), a person is qualified to be
registered asamedica practitioner who holdsany diploma, degree, felowship,
membership, licence, certificate or other statusor form of registration granted
by auniversity, college or body empowered to confer authority to practise
medicine by thelaw of the country or placewhereit isgranted and whichin
theopinion of the Council isevidenceof satisfactory medicdl training. For this
purpose, the Council shall maintain alist of accredited institutionsand the
President of the Council (or a person nominated by him) shall make the
necessary investigationto verify and ensurethe suitability of any ingtitutionto
be accepted.

(3) Anapplicationfor registration shall bemadein theform provided
by the Council, and every applicant shall furnishtothe Secretary -

(a) satisfactory evidence of hisquaifications;
(b) proof of hisidentify and date of birth; and

(c) such further and other information asthe Council may
requirefor the purpose of determining the application.

(4) If the Council issatisfied that the applicant fulfil stherequirements
for registration specified in subsection (1), it shdl, after consultation with the
Minister, notify the Registrar inwriting to register the applicant and issuea
certificate of registrationto him.

(5) Upon receipt of the notification mentioned in subsection (4), the
Registrar shdl register the applicant and issue acertificate of registration
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Medical Practitioners’ Registration [CAP. 318 11

upon payment of the prescribed fee and causeto be entered intheregister
the name of the applicant.

(6) Every personwhosenamehasbeen enteredintheregister shal pay  180f 1992,
annually the prescribed practising feeto the Registrar at the specified dates.

(7) Notwithstanding the provisions of thissection, the Council may  180f 1992,
approve-

(@ theprovisional registration of thename of any personwho
satisfiesthe Council that heisemployed asaninternina
Government hospitd in Belize, such regidration to be effected
without payment of any feeand tolast only for the period of
internship;

(b) thetemporary registrationfor aperiod not exceeding oneyear
of thenameof any duly qualified, fit and proper person who
satisfiesthe Council that-

(i)  hewill beemployed onafull timebasisinthe public
service; or

@i hewill bedoing full timework withanon-profit
organization or ahospitd; or

@)  hewill beengaged on acontract basiswith aprivate
ingtitution andthereisno qudified Belizeantofill the
post; or

(iv) that hewill bepractisngasaspecidistinafield of
medicineinwhich such specidist servicesarenot
avalableinBdize
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12 CAP.31§] Medical Practitioners Registration

Provided that thetemporary registration may berenewed at thediscretion
of the Council on thefulfilment of the conditions specified above.

Examinations. 8.-(1) Wherein respect of an application asamedical practitioner-
21 0f 1982.
(@  theCouncil isof theopinion that any qualification
mentioned in section 7 (2) which the applicant holdsis
not evidence of satisfactory medical training; or

(b) aquestion has arisen with respect to the evidence
presented by the applicant asto histraining,

the Council initsabsol ute discretion may requirethat the applicant submit to
examinationin such subjectsasit considers necessary to establish that he
possesses satisfactory medical training.

(2) TheCouncil shall fix atimeand placefor theholding of the
examination and the Secretary shdl notify the gpplicant of that timeand
place, and the subj ect or subjectsin which the gpplicant hasto submit to
examingtion.

(3) Theapplicant shdl pay into the Consolidated Revenue Fund such
fee asmay be determined by the Council.

(4) If asaresult of the examination, the Council findsthat the
applicant issufficiently informed, heshall be deemed qudifiedtobe
registered asamedical practitioner for the purposesof section 7 (1).

18 of 1992. (5) Wherethe Council findsthat the applicant has been unsuccessful
intheexamination, he shal not, unlessthe Council so recommends, be
permit-ted to present himself for further examination until theexpiration of
oneyear from thedate of the examination inwhich hewasunsuccessful. In
such acasehemay begranted provisiona registrationin accordancewith
theprovisionsof subsection (7) of section 7 of thisAct.
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(6) If anapplicant failsto passthe examination after three attempts, he
shdl not bealowed to it for further examination without the specia
permission of the Council.

0. A medica practitioner who obtainsaqualification approved by the
Council ashigher than or additional to that in respect of which heregistered
shdll beentitled to have such higher or additional qualification entered by the
Regigtrar intheregister in addition to the qualificationsin respect of which he
isregistered, providing the Council issatisfied with the bona fides of such
additiond qudifications.

10.-(1) Onthecompletion of every calendar year, the Registrar shall prepare
alist of dl registered medical practitioners, arranged in al phabetical order of
the surnames, together with the designation of the qualificationsin respect of
which they wereregistered, the date of registration, and the addressof such
persons, and causethe said list to be published in the Gazette within thirty
daysof completion of the calendar year.

(2) TheRegistrar shall aso causeto be published in the Gazette, as
soon as practicable after such registration, the namesof any person
registering asamedical practitioner after thelst January inany yesr.

11.-(1) Any personwhoisnot registered under thisAct but who shall nevertheless
practise medicineor surgery or performany surgical operation for which he
shall demand or receiveany fee, gratuity or remuneration commitsan offence.

(2) Any personwhoisnot registered under thisAct, who shall pre-tend
to beor takeor usethenameor title of aphysician, surgeon, doctor of medicine
or surgery, or master of surgery or takeor assumeany other style, title, addition,
designation or descriptionimplying that heisqualified to practise medicine,
surgery or midwifery or that heisrecognised by law asaphysician or surgeon
or licentiatein medicine or surgery or apractitioner in medicine commitsan
offence.
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14 CAP.318] Medical Practitioners Registration

(3) Theabsenceof the name of the person charged from thelast num-
ber of the Gazette containing alist of registered medical practitionersshall be
sufficient evidencethat such personisnot registered, unlessthecontrary is
shown.

17 of 1978. (4) Any person, including aperson registered under thisAct, whowithout
210f 1982. written approval of the Council, takes or causesor permitsto betaken, blood
from the body of ahuman being commitsan offence.

(5) Any personwho commitsan offence under this section shall be
liable on summary conviction to afine not exceeding five hundred dollars.

Construction of 12. Whereverinany law in Belizeitisdirected that any certificate or

term “medica declaration be given or made, or any act done or performed by amedical

pracitioner”. practitioner, “medical practitioner” meansaperson whosenameat thetimeis
ontheregister.

Complaints. 13.-(1) Whereacomplaintismadeor if it comesto the notice of the

21.0f 1982. Council that amedical practitioner may beguilty of professional misconduct,
the Council shall make such preliminary investigationinto thematter asthe
Council may think fit.

(2) TheSecretary shall notify themedical practitioner of the nature of
thecomplaint or matter and call upon himto statein writing beforeaspe-cified
day (whichday shal dlow areasonableinterva for the purpose) any explanation
or representation he may wish to makein respect of the complaint.

(3) Having regard to any explanation or representation made by the
medical practitioner, the Council may -

(a) determinethat no enquiry shall be held; or

(b) conduct such enquiry into the matter asthe Council may
consider appropriate.
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Medical Practitioners’ Registration [CAP. 318 15

(4) For thepurposesof thisAct, “professonal misconduct” includesany  18of 1992.
conduct which in the opinion of the Council isof anaturelikely to bring the
professioninto disrepute, and without restricting the generdity of theforegoing,
every person engaged in the practice of medicine shall be deemed guilty of
professiona misconduct who -

€)) has been convicted of an offence whether in Belize or
elsewhere which inthe opinion of the Council islikely to
bring the profession into disrepute;

(b) has been acquitted of such criminal offence by reason of a
technical defenceor hasbeen convicted but such conviction
isquashed by reason of sometechnical defence and the
Council issatisfied of the facts constituting the criminal
offence;

(© wilfully betraysaprofessiona confidence;

(d) abandons apatient in danger without reasonabl e cause,
and without giving him an opportunity to retain the
servicesof another medical practitioner;

(e) knowingly givesafalse certificate respecting birth,
death, notice of disease, state of health, vaccination or
disinfection or respecting any metter relating tolife,
health or accident insurance;

(f) isaddicted to the excessive use of intoxicating liquorsor
to the use of narcotics,

(9 impersonates another medical practitioner;

(h) employsor retains, in connection with his professional
practice, an assistance or partner who isnot registered or
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licensed under this Act; or permits aperson who is not
registered or licensed under this Act to attend to or treat
patientsor to perform operations upon patientsin respect
of mattersrequiring professional discretion or skill, or by
his presence or advice, assistance or cooperation enables
any such person, whether acting as an assistant, partner
or otherwise, to attend to or treat any person for any
ailment or to perform any operation upon a patient in
respect of any matter requiring professional discretion or
skill, or who holds out a person who is not registered or
licensed under this Act asaperson qualified to practise
surgery, medicine or obstetricsin Belize;

() directly or indirectly holds himself out to the publicasa
specialist or asbeing specially qualified in any particular
branch of medicine and who has not taken a special
course in such branch and received a certificate of
speciality therein whichisrecognised by the Council;

()] isgrossy negligent in the performance of hisprofessiona
duties; or

(k) doesor faillsto do any act or thing, the doing of which or
the failure to do which the Council considers to be
unprofessional or discreditable.

Enquiry. 14.-(1) Inthe conduct of aformal enquiry, the Secretary shall serve onthe
210f 1982. medical practitioner, against whom aformal enquiry isto beinstituted, anotice
180f 1992. :

whichshdl-

(a) specify intheform of achargethe matter into which the
enquiry isto beheld; and

(b) statethetime and place at whichtheenquiry is
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Medical Practitioners’ Registration [CAP. 318 17

proposed to be held.

(2) Except withtheconsent of themedicd practitioner, an enquiry shall
not befixed for adate earlier than twenty-eight days after the date of notice of

enquiry.

(3) Inany casewherethereisacomplaint, acopy of thecomplaint shall
be sent to him with the notice of enquiry.

(4) Themedicd practitioner shal beentitled to receivefree copiesof, or
to be allowed accessto, any documentary evidencerelied onfor the purpose
of theenquiry.

(5) Themedical practitioner shal havetheright to berepresented by an
attorney-at-law inany formal enquiry ingtituted against him.

(6) If witnessesare examined by the Council, the medical practitioner
shall be given an opportunity of attending and of putting questionsto the
witnesseson hisown behalf.

(7) Themedical practitioner shall be permitted to give evidence, call
witnessesand make oral or written submissionson hisown behalf.

(8) If, at theconclusion of the hearing, the Council isof the opinionthat
themedical practitioner isnot guilty of professional misconduct, heshall be
immediately notified of itsfindings, but if themedica practitioner isfound guilty
of any such charge, the Council shall proceed under section 15 of thisAct.

15.-(2) If inany proceedingsasarereferredtoin sections13and 14, amedica  Disciplinary
practitioner isfound to beguilty of professional misconduct, the Council may, — proceedings.

after consultationwiththeMinister - 180f 1992.
(@)  censurehim;
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18 CAP.31§] Medical Practitioners Registration

(b) suspend hisregistration for any period not exceeding
oneyear;

(©) direct the Registrar to remove hisname from the
register.

(2) When the name of any person isremoved from theregister, the
Council may in writing require such person to return to the Registrar his
certificate of registration, and such person shall comply with the requirement.
Failureto do so shall constitute an offence under thisAct.

(3) Whereany medical practitioner hasbeen suspended by the Council
for any period, it shall bean offenceto practise medicine during the period of

suspension.
Removal of 16. It shall belawful for the Council to direct theremoval fromthe
namefrom register of thenames of-
register.
210f 1982. . . .
(a) any medical practitioner who hasdied;
(b) any medical practitioner who has ceased to reside in
Belize or isabsent therefrom for aperiod longer than three
yearswithout communicating to the Council hisintention
to return.
Restoration of 17.  TheCouncil may at any timedirect the Registrar to restoreto the
names to register any name removed therefrom under section 15 in pursuance of
rzelg(')ffrgéz regulations madefor that purpose under the provisions of section 23.

Appeals against 18.-(1) Any personwhoisaggrieved by therefusal of the Council togrant him
refusal toregister,  renjgtration (including provisiona or temporary registration), or by theremova
removal, etc. of hisnamefrom theregjster, or by the decision of the Council to censurehim

18 of 1992. . s s :
or suspend hisregistration, may, withinthree months after the date onwhich
noticeisgivento him by the Council of such refusal, removal, censure or
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Medical Practitioners’ Registration [CAP. 318 19

suspension, appeal against the Council’sdecision to ajudge of the Supreme
Court who shall give such directionsin the matter as he may think proper,
including adirection asto the costs of the appedl.

(2) TheChief Justicemay makerulesfor thehearing of appealsunder  180f 1992.
thissection.

19.  NothinginthisAct shall prevent- Practise of
medicine by
.. ) . . person other
(@  any personfrom giving necessary medical or surgical ad  than medical
in cases of emergency without hire, gain or hope of practitioner.
reward; 180f 1992.

(b)  thedomestic administration of family remedies.

20.-(1) Any personwho- Offences.
180f 1992,
(@  wilfully procuresor attemptsto procureregistration
under thisAct fraudulently for himself or for any other
person; or

(b) makes or produces or causes to be made or produced
any fraudulent representation or declaration either orally,
inwriting or otherwise,

commitsan offence.
(2) Any person not beingamedical practitioner who- 180f 1992.

(@ except as provided in section 19, engagesin the practice
of medicineor surgery;

(b) pretendsto be or takes or usesthe nameor title of a
physician, surgeon, doctor of medicine or surgery, or
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180f 1992.

180f 1992.

Penalty.

210f 1982.
180f 1992.

master of surgery or takes or assumes any other style,
title, addition, designation or description implying that
heisqualified to practise medicine or surgery, or that
heisrecognised by law asaphysician or surgeon or
licentiatein medicine or surgery or apractitioner in
medicine; or

(©) acts asthe assistant or associate of any person who
practises or pretendsto practise medicine asherein set
out,

commitsan offence.

(3) Subsection (2) shal not apply to the practice of medicineby any
person -

)] provisionally or temporarily registered under thisAct;
or

(b) acting under the direct supervision of amedical
practitioner with the written approval of the Council,

who under the authority thereof performsor providesany servicewhich he
isauthorised or entitled to perform or provide.

(4) Inany prosecution under thisAct it shall be sufficient proof of an
offenceunder thissectionif it isproved that the accused hasdone or
committed asingleact of unauthorised practice or hascommitted on one
occasion any of theactsprohibited hereunder.

21.-(1) Any personwho commitsan offence under thisAct shal beliable
on summary convictionto afinenot exceeding fivethousand dollarsor to
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two years, or to both such fineand
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Medical Practitioners’ Registration [CAP. 318 21

imprisonment.

(2) Nocrimina prosecution shdl beinstituted in respect of any offence  180of 1992.
under this Act unlessthe prosecution has been authorised in writing by the
Council under the hand of the Chairman or the Secretary or by the Director of
Public Prosecutions, and any authority purporting to be signed by the Chairman,
Secretary or the Director of Public Prosecutions, asthe case may be, shall be
received as prima facie evidence of such authorisation.

22.  Anyexpenseincurred by the Council inthe performanceof itsfunctions  Expenses.
under thisAct shall be defrayed out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund. 210f 1982.

23.-(1) TheMinister may, in consultation with the Council, makeregulations  Regulations.
for the better carrying out of the principlesand provisionsof thisAct. 210f 1982.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, any such  180f 1992.
regulationsmay be madefor al or any of thefollowing purposes:

€)) for the good government of the Council and for the
proper conduct of itsaffairs;

(b) with respect to the feesfor registration and the amount
of any annual practising or other fees,

(© for prescribing in respect of any contravention thereof or
failureto comply therewith apenalty on summary con-
viction not exceeding afine of five hundred dollarsor to
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding six months, or to
both such fine and imprisonment.
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